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Geometry of Nova Ejecta
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Evolution of Nova Ejecta
II. Emission-Line Phase (s2 months)

I. Early Phase (0-1 month)
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In Summary ........

» The progenitors of novae are surrounded by a significant mass of
circumbinary gas at the time of outburst. It almost certainly originates
in the secondary star.

(M: creation of the large CB reservoir requires more enerqy than the total nova outburst. The

most plausible source of energy is the orbital kinetic energy of the b/'nary.)
* Many (most?) novae show no observational evidence for accretion disks.

- The existence of the large reservoir of circumbinary gas at the time of
discovery suggests that some novae outbursts may be triggered by
collapse of circumbinary gas onto the WD

* (......which would have implications for novae systems as SNe Ia progenitors).



